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REPORT NO, 


As a result of the Aecion Denosrrtica-insnired walkout of 17 January 1949 . 

one of the major o11 companies affected in the east shore area made a survey 
of labor conduct during that period on an individual worker basis. Statistics 
_ proved conclusively that the strike waa rendered ineffective and ultinotely 
broken as a vesult of nonsupport on the part of the Conmmists and firmness on 
the part of the military. 


In such Sonmunist stronpholds as Bachaquero and Mene Grande, there vas little 
or no work stoppare, while in Aceion Democratica sectors, particularly Cabinas 


‘and Tia Juana, it was the Com-umists who refused to walk out, or were the first 


to. return to work. It waa reliably revorted that in the oil fieldg of eastern 
Venezuela, when news of the Lake “aracatbo strike broke, the military ororptly 
arrested all 4D lcaders and agitators end went so far as to demtize and arn 
eortain Imow.Comumnists to mintain order and avoid work stoppares in thet area, 


Corrunist leadership in Naraceibo sinee the 24, Novenber 1943 revolition has 

been shrewd. Communists have refrained from overt opitation and acts which 

would prejudice them with the commanies and government, and as a result have not 
been outlaved nor restricted in their activities other than being subjected 

to certain linitations which wore generally app’icable as a rosult of the 
temporary suspension of constitutional guarantees. As of the moment, there is 

no other political body sponsoring labor in that area. As a consequence, in 

any fair election, which has beon cunrantced by the incumbent military government ’ 
the Cormunists world stand to gain as a result, of labor and Aecton Denocr>tiea 
support. 


While the Aceion Democratica Party has been officially outlawel, the labor 
syndicates that fornerly belonged to it in the Maracaibo arsa are still orpaniged 
but with no apparent political affiliation as of the moment. Those erovps, 
however, aro seemingly loyal to their former political comections and there is 
evidence of unrest among then in the Late Naracaibo area. Despite the return to 
wor, muffled rumblings of discontent and talk of future strikes and trouble 
continue. The great bull of the oil workers in the State of Zulia were members 
of the Aceion Nenoeratics Party. 


The secon’ contributing ‘actor to the sestlenent of tho abortive Aecion Nemo~ 


eratica wal'rout of 17 J, F was. the resolute ant detorning { action of the military. | 
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6. Captain Games Caleano, in charge of the East Lake military establishrent, 

- shares the views of his superior,* Lieut, Colonel Roberto Casanova, that it is 
ineunbent won the military, in the interest of the country and the prestige 
of the Army, to shoot down laborers in the even. of another illepal oil strike, 
This eovuld be somewhat alarming in view of the neychology of a larre sector 
of the laboring class in the Maracaibo oil fields. When a strike is called 
legally, or even illegally, as was the case in the 17 January walkout, a great 
many of the workers, no matter how unsympathetic or even opposed they may be ; 
will remain away from their jobs until the trouble is over either as a result of 
fear or intimidation. This can give a strike the appearance of being much 
better organized and supnorted than it really is. 
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